
This past July, Dr. Jim Bodfish became the new Director of 

the Center for Development and Learning (CDL).  He be-

comes the 4th director of the CDL following Dr. Harrie 

Chamberlin who was the founding director and served 

from 1962 until his retirement in 1984, Dr. Mel Levine who 

served as director from 1984 until his retirement in 2006, 

and Dr. Greg Olley who served as interim director from 

2006 until 2008. 

Dr. Bodfish is a psychologist who specializes in the integration of behavioral and 

medical treatments for children and adults with developmental disabilities.  He 

has worked in home, preschool, school, clinic, hospital, and residential settings 

and comes to the CDL with 25 years of clinical, research, training, and administra-

tive experience ɀ all in the field of developmental disabilities.  He received his 

Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of Alabama with a specialization in devel-

opmental disabilities and completed a post-doctoral fellowship in Behavioral 

Neurology at the Kennedy-Shriver Center for Mental Retardation.  He is a Profes-
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A new grant, based at CDL, will provide leadership edu-

cation and technical assistance related to early identifica-

tion and management of hearing loss in infants and 

young children.  Funding for the five-year grant will be 

provided by the U.S. Maternal and Child Health Bureau 

(MCHB), a branch of the Health Resources and Services 

Administration in the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services.  

The project will be directed by Jackson Roush, Ph.D., an 

audiologist and faculty member in the Division of 
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At the Center for Development and Learning, 
we support individuals with disabilities and 

their families by: 

Identifying and applying innovative solu-
tions to complex issues using an interdis-
ciplinary approach 

Promoting self-advocacy, leadership, and 
inclusion by and for individuals with dis-
abilities  

Training world-class leaders and experts 
in the field of developmental disabilities 

Studying best practices and translating 
research into practical applications 

Continued on page 6 
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A newborn infant under-

goes a hearing screening 

procedure in the well-baby 

nursery using an auto-

mated form of the auditory 

brainstem response  



"Under the leadership of Maria Escolar M.D., the Program for 
Neurodevelopmental Function in Rare Disorders (NFRD) is be-
ing recognized nationally and internationally as an example of 
clinical excellence in research, training and service to families 
of children with these devastating disorders.   The very nature 
of a rare disorder means that many doctors do not have experi-
ence with evaluation or management of these diseases and, 
therefore, are not able to provide the level of care that the 
NFRD team can. 
 
An example of recognition in research is Dr.  Escolar's newly 
funded project by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) that 
uses new technological advances in brain imaging to learn 
about early brain development in children with Krabbe disease.   
Krabbe disease is a rapidly progressive neurodegenerative dis-
ease that presents before 6 months of age and progresses to 
death within the first 2-3 years of life.   In collaboration with 
Duke, Dr.  Escolar has found that umbilical cord blood trans-
plantation can be used to save the lives of these children.   Ulti-
mately, she is interested in describing whether the characteris-
tics of certain brain structures can be used as biomarkers of 
disease progression for babies with Krabbe disease picked up 
through newborn screening.   These babies will benefit from 
treatment with umbilical cord blood transplantation only if 
treated before symptoms develop. 
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Parent, psychologist, Clinical Scientist, 
and author, Keath Low often collabo-
rates with CDL faculty members to write 
articles for many prominent websites, 
including iParenting.com, About.com, 
Supernanny.com, the Huggies Baby Net-
work site, and the Early Childhood Initia-
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ics range from sleep deprivation in teenagersɂ to under-
standing ADD/ADHDɂ to improving communication with 
your children.   One article recently published on the Huggies 
"ÁÂÙ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ ȰTop Toys for Toddlersȟȱ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÅØȤ
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post-doctoral fellows who will join the faculty as a psycholo-
gist in September 2008. 

Keath received her undergraduate degree in psychology from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and earned her 
master's degree in child and adolescent counseling psychol-
ogy from Boston College.  One of her most exciting projects is 
building and maintaining the ADD/ADHD site on About.com, 
a site dedicated to addressing issues related to attention defi-

Understanding Potential Of Children With Krabbe Disease 

This study 
will also help 
us under-
stand the 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ  
 potential for 
the future 
learning and 
predict out-
comes after 
t reatment .   
By gathering 
information 
specifically 
from the MRI, 
which shows 
the brain 
structure, and the neurodevelopmental evaluation, the NFRD 
team can establish a baseline of information that will then be 
followed at each study visit over the next 2 years.   This will 
allow the researchers to study trends in brain development 
and cognitive function and greatly affect the lives of children 
living with Krabbe disease.                                                                                                                                              
                                                         Article and Photo by Jim Kenny 

Dr.  Maria Escolar (right), with a patient, Caterina 
Marcus and her Mom, Claudina Marcus. 

cit hyperactivity disorder.   In addition to writing original 
content, reviews, FAQs, and maintaining an informative 
blog, Keath moderates an online discussion forum.   This 
forum provides people with ADD/ADHD and their friends 
and families a place to seek advice, give advice, and dis-
cuss everything ADD/ADHD related with others. 
Here is a short list of links to articles written by Keath 
Low: 

Is Your Teen Sleep Deprived? Getting Serious About 
Sleep 

Stop, Look and Listen: Tips for Improving Communi-
cation    with Your Kids 

Still Not Sleeping Through the Night: Tips for Get-
ting Your Almost 1-Year-Old to Sleep 

Toddling Off to School: Is Your Toddler Ready for 
Preschool? 

From Crib to Bed: Helping Toddlers Make the Transi-
tion to a Big Bed 

Welcome Home Adopted One: Easing Your Newly 
Adopted Child into the Family 

Teen Pregnancy Q&A 

Preschool Children and ADHD 

Tips for Maintaining a Scream-Free Home 

http://www.iParenting.com
http://www.About.com
http://www.supernanny.com/
http://www.huggiesbabynetwork.com/
http://www.huggiesbabynetwork.com/
http://www.teachmorelovemore.org/
http://www.teachmorelovemore.org/
http://www.huggieshappybaby.com/info/bow/article.aspx?article_id=9320
http://add.about.com/

